December Arena League Report – 2011 

This was the gala of all the galas we. The atmosphere was electric, the competition was very god and   it completed a great end to the 2011 Year. 

The galas we have had over the last few months have all been nail-biting;

 It started 6 months ago with the first round of the Kent Junior League in June, went through to our final round win in that league,

The final round of the Kent Junior league in September saw us miss out on promotion by just two gala points,

 The huge success we had in the Borough Champs,

 The senior swimmers swam out of their skins in the Host Borough Gala as Greenwich beat Waltham Forest by just 4 points to retain the trophy. from Waltham Forest,

But the last weekend of swimming was the BEST EVER in the History of GSC and surpassed last year’s victory in the same National Arena Swimming League. This one was even better – because we should have been in Divison 3 of the league – but ended up as the bottom-seeded team in Division 2 after a club pulled out. 

The night couldn’t have started any better with Rachel Davis recording a Pb and winning the 200 I/Medley by over three seconds. And straight after in the Men’s Open 200 Medley Alex Picksley (who was already under pressure trying to beat his target time set by Coach Dave ) went an incredible 2.20.74 taking SIX seconds off his previous best ever.
In total we had 10 wins – 7 individual winners and 3 Relays. Our Individual winners were Amin Naqvi 1.27.97 (2 seconds off his best ever 100 Breast),

Harvey Irving with an Impressive 68.19 (100 back),

 Chris Buchanan came back from University to win the 100 Back in a comfortable 63.25,

 and Ellen Dunbar came back to form with a best ever time of 1.21.45 in the 100 Breast. 
Rachel Davis was a triple winner winning all her individual events apart from the 200 Medley. She was convincing in the 100 free and the 100 Fly she was a clear winner by over 3 seconds.
 The3 relays wins came from;

 the Girls Medley of Rebecca Kohler , Katie Irving  Rachel Davis and Ellen Dunbar – and this formidable foursome teamed up with Tilly Evans and Lola Rodgers to win the 6x50 cannon relay at the end in an al- time Competition Best Performance of 3.02.63 
While the 15year old boys won with Harvey (31.87 – Back) Oscar Livesey (36.3 – Breas)t a terrific Fly leg from Fred Evans  to record a 2 second Pb 31.9 and Ben Maslin went 26.9 Free Leg to record a Competition best time of  2.07.24

The night was full of exciting swims. The men’s Open 100 fly was the most exciting with the top 4 all going 60 seconds for the 100 with Chris B coming 2nd. 

We then ran up more than 14 competition-best performances  throughout the night;

The 13 year old Boys Medley Team of Joe White, Luke Brown, Amin NAqvi and Connor Gray broke the 2007 record and went 2.31.24,

The freestyle team - with Leon Ursell replacing Luke - helped the team  record a 2.14.84 and take 0.5 seconds off the previous record at our club. 
Ellen Dunbar broke 2 Records in the breaststroke and back while Luke Brown improved the 11 year old 50 Fly and Breast times he set last year. Chris Buchanan improved his own 100 Back Time to 63.25 and Oscar Livesey improved his own record for the 2nd time to 1.19.50

Luke was also involved in the 11 year boys tem which beat their own CBT from the last round to record 2.40.20. His  teammates were Rahul Shrestha, Joe Lake and Tom Hickson -  who has come from nowhere this year to be one of the stars of the 2011 National Arena League
We led from gala from start to finish

Thanks to the new Team Captains George and Rebecca for some great inspirational talking and Rachel and Alex for an inspiring  start to the  whole night programme. And a big thanks to Leon, Lola Rodgers, Connor Gray, Ainoa Luque , Fred Evans , Con , Tom Hickson, and Chloe Raynor who played a massive part in the relays.
Katie Irving came back from university to swim for the club for the first night - but she doesn’t realise how much her contribution to the night was – swimming brilliantly in 3 events and 2 relays.
 Jess Oliver was just outside her best time in the 50 Breast and Charlotte Carbin recorded best times and took 3 seconds off her previous round swim in the Fly.
The Boys Swimmer of the Meet went to a surprised Amin Naqvi  for his brilliant Performance in his 2 individuals taking a total of 4 seconds off his best times - and then clocking 30.0 in the Freestyle relay and a brilliant 34.4 in the 50 fly leg of  in the 13  year olds record-breaking performance. 

The girls swimmer of the meet went to an even more surprised Cassie Hoyle for her swim in the 13 year 100 Fly taking a total of 4 seconds off her Previous best  to go 1.25.63. And she gave her all  when it came to the relays. Well done Cassie - a fantastic valued member of the team who is a brilliant swimmer.
The results on the night were 

 1st - 
Greenwich SC 
305
2 - 
Sudbury
287

3.
Hitchin

258

4 - 
Saxon Crown
254

5 - 
Halstead
236

6 - 
Rochford
227

7 - 
Cheshunt
163

On analysis it was the lower placed swims that got the results as Sudbury gained 15 first places to our 10 - but we had 15 3rd placings to their 4. So REMEMBER  you swimmers-  it is always the TEAM that battles for every point that will come out on.
WELL DONE EVERYONE THAT WAS INVOLVED – PUT ARENA LEAGUE DATES IN YOUR DIARY FOR NEXT YEAR  

THE ARENA LEAGUE IS ALLWAYS THE 2ND SATURDAY IN OCTOBER NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 

Dave Wilmott 

