HOST BOROUGH GALA – November 26th 2011 

In the 6 Host Borough Competition saw Greenwich Borough win the Gala by just 4 points against Waltham Forest, Barking and Dagenham, Tower Hamlets, Newham and  Hackney and with the Squadron relay counting as Double points the last relay meant that Greenwich had to stay with the Waltham Forest team or make sure that  no other teams came between them. Although Waltham Forest won the last relay by 10 seconds – Greenwich easily beat their nearest Rivals in the last relay by 8 seconds but It wasn’t all plain sailing. At one time Waltham Forest were only 1 point behind Greenwich, but the victory in this last relay clinched the Trophy for the second  year running and also meant that Greenwich had led the Gala from Start to finish with some impressive and outstanding swims from ALL the GSC swimmers.

Alex Picksley returned the first impressive swim going an excellent 64.20 in the Open 100 Fly with a 29.8 split time while Tilly Evans 50 Back was a Club record for the 12 year old of 34.66. 

Two swimmers from GSC broke major swim barriers in this prestigious competition - Harvey Irving broke through the 70 second barrier for the 100 Back while Ben Maslin went under the minute barrier for the first time both recording 69.13 and 59.39 respectively.

After both Ellen and Tilly had achieved 4 Club records between them. (Tilly beating the 3 year old record held my Luka Seddon in 2008) other outstanding swimmers were in the relays when Luke Brown ,Rahul Shrestha, Sienna Fox White and Ammin Naqvi all broke considerable best times and with Newly appointed Team Captains George Evans and Rebecca Kohler taking part in the team spirit as travelling reserves they epitomised the team spirit.

Well done all swimmers and Good luck to ALL -  in the Arena League – 

David Wilmott
