November Kent Junior League report -  

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 

This was one of those galas that you were pleased you were at and that you will remember for a long time. This League has been one of the tightest leagues we have been involved in and the results on the night depended on the last few races. 
Going into the last round of this 2011 Kent Junior League Gala, Greenwich were in 2nd place by 2 League points. So in theory we could still win the league and get promoted IF we beat the League Leaders Ashford (winners of the previous 2 rounds) by 14 Gala points and for another team to come between them and us, not a hard  task!!!!

We were obviously relying on the other teams to swim well and surpass themselves to beat Ashford and with that knowledge in their minds Greenwich swimmers were adamant they were going to do their part of the bargain. 
The response from all the team was both INCREDIBLE and AMAZING and it was one of the best performances by the youngsters while DW has been coach. 

Everybody performed brilliantly  from the word go. Tilly Evans returned to form to win the first race of the evening and the first win of her 3 individual wins in the 100 Medley in an incredible time of 1.14.02. What a start!  A Club Record and a GSC Competition Best performance for this league - that set the tone of the evening. Tilly also won the 100 Breast and Freestyle in her Age group. In total we had 12 wins Joe White had a brace of wins in the 100 Fly taking the 12 years Club Record (1.22.68) and an easy 100 Back (1.20.16) and  Luke Brown also recorded 2 Club records in his age group 50 Breast and the 12 years 100 breast (1.32.67) just two of the 5 c lub records that went on the night. Rahul Shrestha being our last individual to win Gold in the 10 years 50 Breast (45.89)

The depth of the Club swimmers showed at this level in the relays events with 4 wins, 5 second placing and 1 third place.  Our first wins coming in the Girls 12 year old Medley team of Chloe Raynor, Tilly Evans, Julia Alija and Carrianne Kohler in both the Medley and the Freestyle team while Joe White, Leon Ursell, Luke Brown and 10 Year old Rahul won their Medley Event with 2 underage swimmers and came 2nd in their freestyle event. Both the 11 year old Girls and Boys team did well The girls team of Sienna Fox White, Aiona Luque, Jess Oliver and Charlotte Carbin easily  won their Freestyle Event while the Medley team had to battle hard to pip the Southwark team into 3rd Place while the boys Team which included Individual winners Rahul Shrestha (50 breast ) and Luke Brown (12 year 100 Breast and 11 year age group 50 Breast ) along with Joe Lake and Reda Bacha came 2nd in both their relays, just missing out on top spot by 0.5 in the  Medley relay.

The evenings determination was highlighted with young Leon Ursell in the 12 years 100 Freestyle (which ended him being pipped into 2nd place by the judge’s decision both swimmers recording a time of 1.18.18) then in the Girls by Cassy Hoyles pulling through to 4th place in the 100 Fly; while Joe White left it to the last length to win his age group fly. Ammin Naqvi recorded a 14 second pb to come 3rd in at 1.19.32 beating the Ashford swimmer by just 0.51 of a second annihilating DW target of 1.21 well done Ammin.

With all the older age groupers doing well the little ones were not to be out done Maddy Skinner Lilly Newton along with Sameera Naqvi and Tara Brown came 4th in both relays while the Boys team of Zak Burdon, Toby Maslin , James Kristiansen and Rahul Shrestha came 3rd in the 4 x 25 Freestyle. Both Maddy and Zak came 3rd and returned some impressive swims for swimmers so young in the 50 Back and Lilly and Toby had hard swims in the 25m Fly

Connor Gray could not improve his time from the Arena league in the boys 13years 100 free but battled hard in the last length and enough to gain 5th Place and beat his nearest rival from lane 2 and Eleanor Storey had one of the hardest races in the 13 year age group but still managed to return a best time in the 100 free of 1.11.10. 

Swimmers of the meet went to Julia Alija after an outstanding 100 back and relay splits of 33 and in the boys Joe White - after a battling 2 x 100 Fly recording that 1.22.68 in the 12 year age group and a great 100 back. We had 16 Competition Best Performances, 
The overall position on the night meant that although we won Round 3 by exceeding the margin needed, Ashford came 2nd meaning that they ultimately won the league. 

1st 
Greewich SC 
206

2nd 
Ashford
188

3rd 
Southwark 
187

4th 
Folkestone
173

5th 
Hythe

154

6th 
Larkfield
149

A great night in the History of Greenwich Swimming Clubs– well done ALL swimmers
Dave Wilmott

Greenwich Swimming Club Coach
