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THANET OPEN – 10th July 2011

Ten Greenwich swimmers travelled to Canterbury to take part in the Splash for Cash Separated Medley Open Meet at the Kingsmead leisure Centre on Saturday and what a great and refreshing Open Meet this turned out to be.

All swimmers came back with Personnel Best times after some exhilarating swimming. Oscar Livesey continued his stunning form from the Tudor League and his gold winning performance at the Nationals by taking 14 seconds from his previous best time in the 100 Fly to record 1.13.11 he went on then to take another 6 seconds off his backstroke 100 and recorded a time of 1.21.78 but got DQ on the turn. After the break he then went on to take a further 4 seconds off his breast stroke time after splitting at the 50 mark in a best time of 39.46.

Luke Brown and Rahul Shrestha gained silver and bronze positions in the 10 year olds 50 breast stroke with just .12 separating both swimmers Luke went on to record best times in the Fly 48.23 back 47.36 and freestyle 38.47.While Maia Priestley had two great swims in the 50 Back (47.62) and 50 Fly (47.93). Brothers Leon and Felix Ursell both returned best times in the 100 Free while Felix also swam well in the Back and Breast stroke events.

To get into the Final’s of this Open Meet swimmers had to swim in each of the four strokes in their age group. The position where they came in each event was added together and if they were in the top 6 they would reach the finals and compete against each other in a 200 Individual Medley event. 

All of the Finals were so open that swimmers would be challenged at all levels as each swimmer had their strong and weak strokes so throughout each final race you could see the position of the lead change continuously . George Evans, Alex Picksley, Ellen Dunbar and Joe White were all successful in making the finals and what an atmosphere there was Joe White had a fantastic start in his 200 medley with a Fly leg just out of his Fly best time he came 4th with a 5 second best making all his swims in best times. 

Ellen Dunbar had made a 3 second best time to record 66.38 in the 100 Free and a total of 5 seconds overall to make this final’s in the breast and Fly events to record a 1.22.70 and 1.21.02 respectively.

George Evans and Alex Picksley were drawn in the 15+ age group final and both were level after teh Fly and Back events with Alex having the strongest Breast to gain 3rd place while George had to settle for 4th on this occasion, both swimmers in personnel best times. George improving his best ever 200 medley by over 3 seconds to record an Impressive 2.30.06 while Alex still extremely confident after his brilliant 100 Breast of 1.17.72 in the Breast 100 improved hi time to 2.27.49

An extremely well organised meet which should be a must for all swimmers in next year’s calendar

