Kent County Swimming Championships 2011

At the Start of this year’s Championships Greenwich Swimming Club had 2 swimmers in the 1500m event at Crystal Palace for the first time in 3years Alex Picksley (19.09.63) and Joe White(23.26.48) both long course Pbs 

On the Sunday 13th February at the Next day’s 50’s / 100/ 200’s events Rachel Davis took 4 seconds off her 100 Fly time to record 1.12.27 and also reduced her 200 Breast stroke time to 2.58.91 to come 4th and Tilly Evans also took 4 seconds off her entered time in the 100 Back with an Impressive 1.19.57, Eleanor Storey was swimming the 100 Back and also managed to keep a roll for the team by recording a 2.5 second pb to swim a 1.17.38.

Tilly also swam the 400 free the first girl from Greenwich to enter this event for years (Before Dave’s Time) and went a good 5.35.94 as this being her first competitive 400.

Oscar Livesey continued his massive improvement by recording 3.13.87 200 Breast but only 40.44 in his 50 Breast but this placed him in 1st Place in eth multi discipline event and with a County Record, he was also placed 1st in his Multi Discipline event 100 Back and recorded a 1.30.04.The First weekend saw the 9 – 14 year olds 50 free Harry Rennolls went a Pb to record 34.81 to come 9th Harvey Irving went 29.09 while Ben Maslin gained 6th place and recorded 27.48.

Luke Brown had his first Kent Championship in the 200 Breast and recorded a 6 second Pb to go 3.44.38 and came a good 7th place while George Newman had his first swim at the Kent’s under the GSC banner in the open 50 Breast.

On the second weekend of the Kent’s we had nobody in the girls 800 Free at the Palace but again on the Sunday Oscar was flying when he took 2 seconds off his 100 Fly time to record but a fantastic first 50 of 35.25 really set him up well to record1.20.26. he was then followed by Rahul Shrestha who was our first 9year old County Champion and recorded a 48.80 in the 50 Breast while Luke Brown 48.16 and Ben Maslin 36.16 came 8th and 5th respectively.

In the boys 200 Free Joe White recorded Personnel best 2.37.72 and Ben took 4 seconds off his Previous 200 Swim at Redbridge to record a 2.15.35 while Harvey Irving continued his improvement to record a 1.11.12 getting closer to going under the 1.10 barrier.

It was Rachel Davis who Stole the limelight from everyone by coming 2nd in her age group and 6th Fastest Junior Girl (16 and under girls) to record an unbelievable 31.05 in her 15 year age group 50 Butterfly event.

In total 19 Personnel Best swims from 13 swimmers who had 24 swims 

KENT CHAMPIONSHIPS 

With the brilliant start that we had at the previous weeks  swimming  championships the Last full  weekend of individual swimming at the Kent Championships which took part at the Medway Centre in Gillingham Started with a Club record breaking 50 Back (subject to ratification) from Harry Rennolls. He recorded a 38.17 in the 50 Back to come 3rd. Joe White came 16th in his age group in the 50 Back to record a 39.17 but took 7 seconds off his 200 Fly time to record a 3.16.21

Rachel Davis continued with her previous weeks swimming improvement to take a further 3 seconds off her 200 Medley to come 7th in the 15year age group to record another PB of 2.37.22 and on the Sunday session taking her swim from the front in heat 3 and made all her competitors chase the time she recorded (37.50) to come 3rd in her Age group a great time 

The same Sunday saw the 100 Medley swims with Tilly Evans starting her Sunday with a 1.18.15 to come 4th Eleanor Storey struggled with the breast stroke leg to go a 1.22.18 but George Evans and Alex Picksley had a great race with each other in the same heat of the boys 16 and under event Alex leading at the turn by just .3 George had the better Breast stroke leg by over .7 but then the weeks holiday kicked in and Alex came back to win in 69.59 with George recording 1.10.46 both lads breaking previous times by 3 seconds+. George Newman had swims in the 50 / 100 Breast but could not repeat his best times 

Tilly Evans became our 1st Girls Gold medallist in these Championships in the 50 Breast by winning in an Impressive time of 38.37 and then went on to come 3rd in the 200 Breast 3rd in the 50 Back (36.08) and 4th in the 200 I/M. While Eleanor Strorey had a fantastic swim in the 50 back and recorded 36.01 over a second Pb. Tilly finished her week end off with a 2.51.30 in the 200 Back and also came 6th in the 100 Fly to record a 1.24.43

Joe White had another cracking weekend taking the total number of seconds of his previous best swims to 41 seconds. as well as the 200 Free he has taken 5 seconds off his 200 Back to record 2.53.47 just 1.1 off his regional time and then a massive 17 (yes seventeen) seconds off his previous best time. Harry Rennolls came 6th in the 10 year olds 100 Medley while Ben Maslin and Harvey Irving had a real battle in the 100 Medley. Harvey setting the standard in 1.12.97 and then Ben went 1.12.78 to touch him out by just .19 of seconds. Ben also had a good swim in the 100 breast to go 1.20.49 

On the last Individual swimming session of the 2011 Kent Greenwich swimmers were still in top form George Evans recorded an impressive 50 Back of 30.75 but then went on to take 1.5 seconds off his best time in the 100 free to go 61.54 and then it was Alex Picksley who managed to break  the 60 second barrier for the 1st time in the 100 free to  record a 59.95 – Good Swimming -  Fred Evans went a 33.52 in the 50 Fly while Ben Maslin really excelled himself with a 31.82 both lads coming 13th both in personnel best times and with Lola Rodgers Rebecca Kohler competing in the 50 free  31.40 and 32.08 respectively their best individual 50 Swims 

The outstanding swim of the whole Championships was Rachel Davis in the 100 Breast- Stroke taking 5 seconds off her previous competitive race to come second in the girls 15year Age group. What made this swim so good is the tenacity and the pace it was swum at Rachel’s Split was 37.91 but then came back in 42.9 back to record a club record and a regional QT of 1.20.91 the best swim for years!!

At the Boys relay events juniors came 9th and the 13/14 came 8th and 9th in the Free and medley events all the swimmers excelled George lowered his 50 Back time to 30.63 Ben went 35.7 Breast and 26.6  Free Alex Picksley 28.8 Fly with a 26.5 Free. In the 14 age group Fred Evans went 33.9 while Harvey Irving held both the 14 age group boys team and Junior boys teams together  to go 28.5 Free 34.69 Back. 

In the Girls events the Junior Girls came 9th and 11th in the medley and Free respectively while the 12/under team came 14/15 respectively – Rachel Davis recording 30.6 and a 29.40 in her Fly and free While Rebecca Kohler went a 36.86 Back 31.7 Free and Lola Roger and Iona Williams went a 30.9 and 31.3. In the 12/under team Julia Alija had very good Back and free events 41.1 and 36.2 Tilly Evans 36.1 Fly 39.1 breast while Cassy Hoyles had a great Free 34.78 and a breast time of 43.00 and Chloe Rayner recorded a 35.5 for the first time.

64 Personel Best swims 

5 gold Placings

3 silver placings

4 Bronze placings

2 + more Club records 

OSCAR LIVESEY ALSO WON GOLD at the National swimming Championships and has been selected for the GB Talent Identification Programme – A good month of swimming

David Wilmott

Greenwich Swimming Club Coach

