
On Sunday 19th June 2011 31 members of Greenwich Swimming Club headed off to Downham Leisure Centre for the Saxon Crown future Champs open meet. Along with many Dad’s who sacrificed their father’s day to watch their children swim as well as lots of Mum’s. It was a very long but extremely successful and an enjoyable day.

    We had 7 individual finalists who all performed to the best of their ability and were rewarded with a medal, Luke Brown received a 2nd place in his 25m Breaststroke, Rahul Shrestha got two 3rd place medals for 25m Butterfly and Breaststroke, Ainhoa Luque received a 3rd place in her 25m Backstroke, Jess Oliver got a 4th place in her 50m Backstroke, Molly Kearney received 5th place for her 50m Backstroke and 6th place in the 50m Freestyle, Charlotte Carbin got a 6th place in the 50m Butterfly and Sienna Fox White received a 6th place in her 25m Freestyle. Congratulations to all of these swimmers you swam fantastically and were a great representation for Greenwich Swimming Club. 

    The 10 and under age group was jam packed with swimmers entering from 9 different swimming c lubs! This was the hardest age group to compete in due to the vast number of swimmers in their events the girls had over 55 competitors in every event and the boys were competing against 30+ swimmers. All of these swimmers swam exceptionally well especially as for some it was their first ever gala. Madeline Skinner finished in the top 20 for all four strokes that she entered! Beatrice Delap came 30th in her Back, 32nd in the Fly and 40th for her Freestyle Cleo Blocks-King came 44th in her Back, 40th in the Fly, 52nd in the Breast and 53rd in the Free, Sameera Naqvi came 17th in the Back, 27th in the Fly, 38th in the Breast and 30th in the Freestyle, Tara Brown came 49th in the Back and Breast and Freestyle, Michaela Green came 53rd in the Breast and 58th in the Freestyle, Isobel Merriman came 12th in her Freestyle. For our boys Tom Hickson narrowly missed out on the final finishing 8th in the Breast and 9th in the Freestyle, Willard Richards Gray finished 25th in the Back, 17th in the Fly, 20th in the Breast and 28th in the Free, Reda Bacha finished 17th in the Breast and 15th in the Free, Zak Burdon finished 25th in his Freestyle, Jacob Soldinger finished 29th in the Breaststroke. Well done to all you little ones! You are the future of Greenwich Swimming Club and are already achieving amazing achievements. 

    As well as all these young members there were a number of other members who also participated in the gala, Francesca Blocks-King came 8th in the 50m Free, Fly and Breast and 9th in her Back, Nadia Bacha finished 10th in her 50m Back, Ethan O’Neil finished 10th in his 50m Freestyle, Lucy Kearney came 8th in the 50m Fly, 9th in her  Back and 13th in her Free, Maria Luque came 14th in the 50m Back, 15th in the 50m Breast 16th in the 50m Free, Carrianne Kohler finished 14th in her 50m Breast, and 15th in her Freestyle and 17th in her Back, Charis Stitt came 21st the 50m Free, Julia Alija came 10th in her 50m Free and Butterfly, Thomas Webster finished 13th  in his 50m Fly, 15th in his Free and 16th in his Breast, Ava Pennicott-Banks came 8th in her 50m Fly, 16th in her Free,  Kasey Kuffour finished 7th,  in her 50m Freestyle and George Power came 19th in his 50m Back and 21st in the Breast. A massive congratulations too all of the above swimmers, you swam outstanding swims and your positioning represents this!

   Lastly I would personally like to thank all of the swimmers who attended it was a pleasure to be your coach at this gala as you were all so well behaved, it was lovely to see the younger swimmers getting to know the older swimmers and all of the older members were very friendly and helpful.  A special thank you is in order for Josh Harris who assisted me with the running of the gala, Jenny Rosborough Who helped out in the morning session as well as Rebekah Kohler, you all made the gala run smoother and the day more enjoyable.  

 For all those swimmers who are reading this report and did not participate, this is an annual gala and as you can see our swimmers always do really well at this meet so there is always next year! Hope to see you there!
 Emma Preston – Coach - Club Captain   

